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58 Local Girls Earn Prestigious Award that only 5.4% Earn Nationally

SACRAMENTO - Local Girl Scouts will receive their Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest award in
Girl Scouts, during the annual Recognition of Excellence Ceremony Sunday, May 22. Girl Scouts
who earn this award have demonstrated leadership skills, career planning and community
involvement.

To earn the Girl Scout Gold Award girls are challenged with the task of choosing a community
issue and addressing the root cause with a sustainable solution. Girls choose issues they are
passionate about and spend a year or more to plan and accomplish their projects. Nationally, only
5.4 percent of girls eligible to earn the Girl Scout Gold Award actually receive this award.

In addition, 150 girls will receive their Girl Scout Silver Award, the second highest award in Girl
Scouts and 80 girls will receive other prestigious awards at this event.

Media note - This is a great PHOTO OPPORTUNITY!
There will be more than 200 Girl Scouts with friends, family & community supporters.

Event Details

What: Girl Scouts Recognition of Excellence Ceremony
When: Sunday, May 22 at 2:15p.m.

Where: Crest Theatre 1013 K St., Sacramento

The keynote speaker is Lekili Molina, one of the few women who have successfully competed in
open martial arts competitions and consistently placed first, second and third place. She has
even won Grand Champion.

Here are a few examples of the Girl Scout Gold Award Projects:

Catherine Davis: There are a large number of abandoned animals in Yolo County. | created a
"virtual video tour" of the Yolo County animal shelter discussing some of the problems
surrounding the issue of abandoned animals, the function of the shelter, how to adopt an animal,



girl scouts

and how to be a responsible pet owner. | also created a kid-friendly handout, talking about the
problem of abandoned animals, ways in which kids can help, with information and fun projects for
kids to do. Planting cat grass and making homemade dog treats are two service projects people
have been doing to help the shelter. | think that the completion of this project gave me not only
personal satisfaction because everyone was so excited about the video and the various places it
can be used, but this project also gave me a lot of confidence in setting up meetings and working
with a county office. It has helped my presentation skills, and it taught me to get organized.

Christina Fujii: llliteracy in my community has been the primary motivator behind my Girl Scout
Gold Award Project. The first component of my project was an informational brochure that
encouraged parents to become active participants in improving their child's reading skills. In order
to motivate kids to read, | decided to hold a reading event at Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary
School. The "admission cost" for my event was one donated book to be given to another local
elementary school. The third component of my project was to create a small library with
approximately 200 books as well as a bookshelf to donate to Jedediah Smith Elementary School,
a local elementary school with literary challenges. | think that my literary project showed both kids
and adults how reading can be fun, as well as providing helpful insight and resources that can aid
in improving the skills of many young readers.

Emily Kopania: Both a beautiful environment and an essential source of natural resources, the
ocean is an important component in people's daily lives, but many of us, especially those who live
away from the coast, do not realize this. However, our actions affect the health of the ocean,
which is currently facing huge threats. | decided to work with the Monterey Bay Aquarium for my
Girl Scout Gold Award project. First, | helped the aquarium run two teen focus group discussions,
and then sent a report and evaluation to the aquarium. Then, | started an ocean conservation
group for high school students in my local community called Walk the Talk. It allows students to
promote and take action for ocean conservation as well as educate others about the topic. This
project has helped me share my passion for ocean conservation with others and taught me
important leadership skills for the future.

About the Girl Scout Gold Award - The Girl Scout Gold Award has evolved from a long line of Girl Scout
leadership awards going back to 1919. The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest award a Girl Scout from age 14 and
18 can earn. Currently, between 5 percent and 6 percent of eligible Girls Scouts earn the Girl Scout Gold Award
annually. The Gold Award recognizes the work of Girl Scouts who demonstrate leadership that culminates in 65 or more
hours, dedicated towards a service project that has lasting effects in their community.

About Girl Scouts - Founded in 1912, Girl Scouts is still the leading authority on girls' healthy development, and
builds girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place. The local council, Girl Scouts
Heart of Central California, is headquartered in Sacramento and serves nearly 29,000 girls in 18 counties* in Central

California. For more information, visit www.girlscoutshcc.org.
* Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Mariposa, Merced, Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tuolumne, Yolo, and Yuba.
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