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A Girl Scout Go-Getter:
Charlotte Williams
WHEN CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
connects every fabulous dot of her life
– singer, camper, international traveler,
early computer software trainer, fighter
for equal pay, founder of the outdoor
skills organization, Camping Women,
president of the Sacramento YWCA –
she finds that all roads lead back to a
special day in 1938, when her mother
wisely signed her up for Girl Scouts.
The impact Girl Scouts has had in
Williams’ life is beyond measure –
and made the decision to incorporate
GSHCC into her planned giving a
particularly easy one. As Charlotte
says, “Pretty much everything in my
life is because of Girl Scouting.”
Beginning with her time as a young girl
in West Virginia singing “White Coral
Bells” to being a high school senior
responsible for organizing a regional
Girl Scout conference in 1949, when
she intentionally chose to ignore the
ban on interracial activities, Williams
took every “personal growth”
opportunity Girl Scouting offered.
As a senior in college, she was accepted
to the Juliette Low International
Exchange Program where she embarked
on a two-month adventure in Wales
– and a forever connection with her

One of Williams’ favorite endeavors
came next: beginning Camping Women.
“We based our organization on the
standards of Girl Scouts: leave no
trace behind. It was backpacking and
canoeing and skiing. Then, as we got
older – we got a camper van so we
could camp more comfortably.”

program cohorts. In fact, the 24 of
them have corresponded on World
Thinking Day every year since 1953.
“The trip was marvelous – and getting
placed in Wales was an amazing
experience – it happened to be in
the same place where my family
came from.”
After an 18-year career in Girl Scouting,
Williams then headed West to work in
programs to help unemployed persons
find jobs and eventually started a
consultancy in 1973 to help women
secure fair pay (women were making 58
cents on the dollar compared to men at
that time).

Charlotte recently received her eightyyear pin and is a proud member of the
Juliette Gordon Low Society. And, after
all this time, those early songs remain
with Charlotte; she can still sing “A
Gypsy’s Life” in perfect harmony, clearly
recalling the camps where she sang it
with her sister Girl Scouts.

“Pretty much
everything in my
life is because of
Girl Scouting.”
“I remember as a Brownie in day
camp, swinging on a grapevine when
I was waiting my turn at the latrine.
I remember being around all these
other people who liked to be in the
outdoors and sing and swim – it was
just wonderful.”
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Dear friend of

Girl Scouting, Welcome to GSHCC.
With the recent news of Boy Scouts
changing one of its program names
from Boy Scouts to Scouts BSA, you
may be hearing more than usual
about our program and getting
questions.

We are honored to welcome our new board members!
We are privileged to have these incredible women
leading the way for our girls.

BSA is marketing its recruitment of
girls into their program on the basis
of "convenience" for families. Though
we understand the busy lives of
families, we believe girls' leadership
development should be based on
more than convenience. I want to
clear up some myths and misconceptions. Girl Scouts is not merging
with Boy Scouts of America. We are
Girl Scouts and there are no plans to
ever change that. We will continue
to put girls front and center, ensuring that everything we do is in their
best interest and equips them to be
fearless leaders.

Deveshi is a student
at Vista del Lago
High School in
Folsom and has been a Girl Scout for
ten years. Deveshi has earned her Girl
Scout Gold Award and GSHCC Rose
Award. She is a member of several
school clubs: the Photographic Arts Club
(founder and president), Dance Club
(vice president), French National Honor
Society (vice president) and the National
Honor Society.

The Girl Scout program will continue to evolve to meet the needs of
today's girls. We are uniting the best
of our legacy experiences-outdoor
adventure, camping, our cookie program-with exciting, state-of-the-art
programs in engineering, robotics,
coding, outdoor skill development
and more to ensure we offer a truly
one-of-a-kind experience in an allgirl setting.

LeShelle’s two
daughters Simone
and Jordan were Girl
Scouts from kindergarten until middle
school. LeShelle earned her B.S. in
electrical engineering from Boston
University and received her M.S. in
operations research from the Georgia
Institute of Technology. LeShelle works
as a computer engineer at CNN and
serves as a senior technical lead for
the news organization. LeShelle and
her husband, Dr. Gary May, the new UC
Davis Chancellor, reside in Davis.

We are committed to our mission of
building girls of courage, confidence
and character who make the world
a better place and support families
in developing their girls into strong,
fearless women. Girl Scouts is the
BEST girl leadership experience in
the world.
Thank you for being a champion for
Girl Scouts.

Lauren Oto,
Director

Deveshi Buch,
Director

LeShelle May,
Director

Questions?
Please contact us at
800.322.4475 or email us at
development@girlscoutshcc.org

Lauren joined
Girl Scouts in
Kindergarten and
continued through 8th grade. She
earned a BA at CSUS in Organizational
Communication and an AS in
Fashion Design and Marketing at the
International Academy of Design and
Technology. Lauren works as the
Director of Marketing and Events at the
Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of
Commerce. Lauren and her husband,
Rob Nakatomi, reside in the Greenhaven
Pocket neighborhood with their 12-yearold son Jaylen and puppy Zoie.

Katherine "Kate"
Reid, Director
Kate started as a
Brownie in first grade,
continuing through
her junior year in high school when she
earned her Gold Award. She was also
a troop leader in college to a Junior
Girl Scout troop. She has an MBA from
Vanderbilt University and a degree in
Economics from Hollins University.
Kate works for the Intel Corporation
as the Director of Global Olympic
Operations. Kate and her husband,
Chris Tulley, live in Folsom, CA with their
three year old daughter Sydney and
their dog Rio.

Let's Get Social

Sincerely,

Follow GSHCC for Girl Scout connections, resources and news.

Linda E. Farley, Ed.D.
Chief Executive Officer

♥

girlscoutshcc.org

facebook.com/gshcc

blog.girlscoutshcc.org

@girlscoutshcc

@girlscoutshcc

linkedin.com/company/girl-scoutsheart-of-central-california

© 2018 Girl Scouts Heart of Central California

Continuing the legacy of
Girl Scouts for the next generation:
Planned Giving
Robin Kren: Brownie, Former Board Chair, and Girl Scout Supporter
FORMER GSHCC BOARD CHAIR
ROBIN KREN can trace the enormous
impact of Girl Scouts in her life since
her early days as a Brownie, to high
school camping trips with her troop in
Wyoming, becoming a First Class Girl
Scout and right into her adult life as a
board member.

to do [for planned giving]. I’m letting
alumnae know: it’s not the amount
of money you share. There are so
many ways to make GSHCC as
your designated beneficiary – your
401(k) plan, your insurance, a
percentage of your estate. There is
tremendous flexibility.” Regardless
of how donors choose to give, Kren
is confident they are contributing to
something extraordinary through Girl
Scouts. And it’s not only from her
personal experience.

Kren believes her collective Girl
Scouting experience has shaped who
she has become – both professionally
and personally.
“What I learned as a G.I.R.L. (Go-getter,
Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader) continued
to inspire me while I was on the Board
of Directors for GSHCC. And I believe the
recent revamping of the program will
make it increasingly relevant to young
women today: a focus on the outdoors,
on STEM and on leadership. We listened
to our girls,” said Kren.
In fact, Kren and her husband Mark
Hoag were so motivated by her work
with Girl Scouts, they decided to include
GSHCC as part of their planned giving;
Kren became a member of the Juliette
Gordon Low Society. (Girl Scout Founder
Juliette Gordon Low gifted her property
to Girl Scouts in her will – that bequest
was the beginning of planned giving to

“organizations
that have had the
biggest impact in
our lives ... Girl
Scouts is definitely
one for me”
Girl Scouts. In her memory, the Juliette
Gordon Low Society was established to
honor those who choose to make Girl

Scouts part of their legacies in their
estate plans.)
“My husband and I never had children
of our own so when it came to figuring
out our trust, we decided to leave our
money to organizations that have had
the biggest impact in our lives. Girl
Scouts is definitely one for me,”
said Kren.
So now, after eleven years in scouting
as a girl and seventeen years of
involvement with GSHCC, Kren says
she has become the “Planned Giving
Champion,” helping explain the unique
opportunity to others. Donors Dianne
Belk and Lawrence Calder have
challenged every council in the country
to secure four planned givers in 2018,
rewarding those who do so with a
$10,000 gift. Moved by their generosity,
Erik and Eva Anderson have also come
forward with a $4,000 matching gift to
those councils who can secure a total of
two additional planned gifts.
Kren has been on the ground, working
closely with potential donors to make
these gifts happen for GSHCC. “People
are uncertain about what they need

“As a research based organization, Girl
Scouts has the proof that what they
deliver helps women achieve in the
workplace and in their personal lives as
well,” said Kren. “It’s a girl-centered, safe
space for them to interact and that’s
really important.”

Please Join the Juliette
Gordon Low Society today:
By becoming a Juliette Gordon Low
Society member, you will not only help
Girl Scouts, you will also be invited
to attend special recognition and
educational events. You will receive a
subscription to the Society newsletter,
listing as a Society member in select
Girl Scout publications, access to digital
resources, and a special membership
lapel pin.
If you have already named GSHCC as
the beneficiary of a planned gift, let
us know. We will welcome you as a
Juliette Gordon Low Society member. If
you would like more information about
how you can become a member—in
a manner that benefits you, your
heirs, and Girl Scouts, please contact
Lynne Van Tilburg at lynne.vantilburg@
girlscoutshcc.org for more information.
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STEM Center + MakerSpace:
What’s Next?
Empowering girls with more engaging, hands-on learning
opportunities in STEM (science, technology, engineering
and math) is more important than ever. That’s why we’re so
proud that the region’s first girl-led, girl-built STEM Center
+ MakerSpace opened by GSHCC in November has already
served more than 900 girls.
Next, we’ll be opening a new STEM Center + MakerSpace in
Modesto (with a VIP reception on August 2) utilizing a large
space that is part of the Modesto Regional Program Center.
Opening Day is set for August 4, so stay tuned. Soon to follow:
a mobile STEM Center unit which will travel to urban and rural
areas, making sure that access to learning, innovation and
discovery is available for every girl.

Girls Leading Our Way
Conference: A Big Success
and Bright Future
If the 4th annual Girls Leading Our Way (GLOW) Conference
on April 7th was any indication, the future of our girls is
certainly a bright one. Girls in grades 9-12 prepared to
step into leadership roles and drive change in the world
by participating in hands-on workshops, listening to
inspirational guest speakers and spending time with
leaders in the areas of outdoor adventure, STEM,
entrepreneurship and community impact. Special thanks
to Intel and SMUD for sponsoring the event. We can’t wait
to see what’s next for each of our participants.

